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As 2009 comes to a close, the Los Angeles/Orange
County Chapter of the Association of Rehabilitation
Nurses can be proud of several very successful
programs presented and/ co-sponsored this year. In
March 2009 we hosted a very informative educational
program “Polytrauma: Solving the Puzzle”. This was held
at Rancho Los Amigos National Rehabilitation Center
with over fifty nurses in attendance. Then in April 2009
we co-sponsored the Professional Rehabilitation Nursing
course with Long Beach Memorial Medical Center, at
their facility. This course prepares nurses for the CRRN
certification examination. As a result, a host of
rehabilitation nurses received their CRRN certification
this year.

In June 2009 during the transitional board meeting of the
incoming and outgoing board members, resident Marilyn
Pires presented each 2008/2009 board member with a
certificate of appreciation along with a lovely gift. July
marked the beginning of the 2009/2010 term, which got
off to an exciting start. Our Summer Social was held in
August 2009, where sixteen LA/OC ARN members,
friends, and family participated in a trip to the beautiful
city of San Diego's, Valley View Casino which brought a
fun social experience for all attending.

As we moved out of Autumn and into Winter, our
successes continued. Our Fall Evening Program and
Dinner in September 2009 was very successful and
timely, with a presentation given by Joy Edvalson, RN,
MSN, FNP, CWON a noted expert in wound care. She
presented: “Updates on Pressure Ulcer Staging.” This
program was held at the beautiful Casa Colina Centers
for Rehabilitation in Pomona and proved to be a very
informative program. Over fifty rehabilitation nurses
attended and enjoyed socializing over a delicious dinner
while learning about advances in wound care therapy.

The 35th Annual National ARN Conference and
Leadership course was held in Albuquerque, New
Mexico from October 19-24, 2009, with LA/OC ARN
chapter well represented. Our chapter members
received several awards. The LA/OC ARN chapter was
selected as the recipient of The 2009 Local Chapter
Communication Award! This award was received for our

December 20C

online newsletter that is prepared quarterly by editors
Polly Martin and Lynn Wetherwax.

National Role Award recipients were: Laura Ferber MN,
RN, CRRN, CNRN for ARN Advanced Practice Role
Award; Christine Marlett RN CRRN for ARN Nurse
Educator Role Award; Polly Martin BSN, RN, CRRN for
ARN Staff Nurse Role Award; and Dale Wong BSN, RN,
CRRN for ARN Nurse Manager Role Award. We are
very proud of their accomplishments and hard work
along with our LA/OC ARN Award committee chair,
Crystal Barker.

Our Winter Holiday Social is scheduled for December
5™ with about 20 chapter members scheduled to attend
and enjoy an afternoon tea at the Victoria Manor Tea
House in Old Town Orange. It promises to be a fun time
socializing with fellow members, family and friends and
is a great way to kick off the holiday season.

Starting the New Year, we will have our annual business
meeting on January 20, 2010 at Healthsouth Tustin
Rehabilitation Hospital. Please come and help us plan
our programs and activities for 2010. | look forward to
seeing you at this and all our future events. Look for
flyers coming out in the mail soon, along with a program
scheduled throughout the year. As President of the
LA/OC ARN | would like to wish you a Very Merry
Christmas and Happy New Year!



